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The two last s'ated interrogatories were also propounded 1o Mz,
Patterson, one of the directors of the company, and hisanswers were,
“There L:as beeu no application nmde for such purpose by any per-
sopn, to the best of his kuowledge.”

And tothe quesflon next pat, “would the szrantmg (ofsaid applica-
tion ) be copsis'ent with the regulalmns and practice of said com pa-
ny?”  Mr, Paterson answered, he ‘“‘presumes it would, vpon such
terms as the compiny would have preecrxbed iearmmatnl\ but caunot
apswer poszluely not beir g sufficiently ieforaied, bat belzeves there
1s no regulation prohititing it.”

Mr. Patterson, a director, havieg heard the interrogatories that
were propounded to Mr. Col:en the vice president; and having heard
Mr. Coher’s several answers thereto, adopted suid answers as kbis,
and confirmed the same fully,
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Such is the tes stimony which has been elicited by the enquiry
devolved upon the committee, and it has received from thew, that
deliberate and impartial consideration which the impotiance of the
subject demanded.

- Now, if 1t be contended that the rail 10ad is a highway, for the
putlic at large,with the privelege to the company however & preserib-
Ing regulations for 1he using ot the same, 1t will hardly be denied,
that those tegulations must be reasonable & general in their applica-
tion, beariag taitly upon all persons alike. The company in such
case woulil be entiiled to their Tolls; bu to no preterence or advan-
tages 1n other respects, over any member of the community who
might choose to avail himselt o f the means which that Hnghwq af-
fords 1or travel or transportation in Cars not belonging (o the cor-
poration.

'I'ne monopoly of carrying on a Highway, 1s such a monopoly as
is repugnant to the Decloration of Rights, a charter paramount to
all o:hers in this State, and is therefore umonsmuuoual any act of in-
corporation to the (,mxlral) notwithstanding.

Or if the said rail road is to be ¢ nsidered as privale way, the
using of w hich 1s to be confined exclusively to the cars of the corpo-
ration, then the 7Tolls, which they may lawfully receive, constitute
the only compensation which they are allowed to demand for the
service rendered by the cor pany in transporting passengers or mer-
chandize on such private way. .

It being alledged by the rail road company, that the W3y across
the Susquehanna river, forms no part of the property or way be-
Jonging to the said rail road they caunot dispute the right of the
legisliture at all times to exercise full power and authou'y over all
that par’ of 'he river, which lies botween one terminus of the road
at Havre-de-Grace, and an other tecnirus of the road on the eppostte
shore.

In that case the acts of assembly of 1781, chapter 220d. section
2ud. and of 1799, chapter 83, sections 2ad. and 3rd relating to
Ferries, would be apnhcable here—-anl the ml road company mlgbt
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